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2. Research Questions

1. How can the full linguistic repertoires of multilingual 
children and adolescents be incorporated into classroom 
practices (forms of classroom practices)? 

2. Which factors promote or hinder multilingual practices?

3. What are the effects of integrating their heritage 
languages in ECEC and school settings on various 
dimensions of educational success and participation? 

4. How is the introduction of multilingual practices 
perceived by learners?

Countries in which studies have been conducted (n=72)

1. Background

➢ Linguistic diversity is a reality in mainstream education, from early 
childhood (ECEC) through secondary school.

➢ Multilingual migrant students face educational disadvantages in 
most education systems (OECD, 2023).

➢ Recent research emphasizes the need to develop strategies that 
meaningfully integrate students’ full linguistic repertoires into 
everyday pedagogical practice (Lengyel, 2017; Gogolin et al., 2020).

➢ There is a lack of evidence on how such pedagogies are 
implemented and what their outcomes are – especially within 
mainstream educational settings (Poza, 2017).

4. Descriptive Results

Methodology of Included Studies (n=72)

Educational stages under investigation (n=72)

5. Ongoing: Critical Appraisal of Qualitative Studies

First Insights from the Quantitative Studies

Category Details
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Germany (5), Netherlands (1), 
Austria (1), U.S. (1), Canada (1), 
Spain (1), Italy (1), Belgium (1)

School 
Type

Primary School (7), Primary-
Secondary (2), Secondary (3)
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Study Type
Quantitative (6), Mixed-
Methods(2), Quantitative-
Qualitative (4)

Sample 
Size

Students: n = 32 – 667

Teachers: n = 1 – 40 
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Instruc-
tional
Context

Mainstream Subject Classroom 
(10), Mainstream Subject 
Classroom & Subject Club (1), 
Mainstream Subject Classroom & 
Individual Learning with Digital 
Platform (1)

Subjects

(Foreign) Languages (5), Music, 
Arts, Social Sciences, Life Sciences 
(Biology), (Natural) Sciences, 
Mathematics

Social 
Form

Whole-Class (Interaction, 
Presentation), Groupwork, 
Partner Work, Individual Work

RQ 1: Which classroom practices have been in 
the focus?

Multilingual classroom activities in the studies ranged 
from playful routines and creative tasks to text- and 

task-based materials and digital tools for multilingual 
learning. 

Digital Tools 
language-learning pen, 
online video-recording 

tool, bilingual explanatory 
videos, digital learning 

platform

Routines & Creative 
Activities

multilingual 
instructions for 

classroom routines, 
language portraits, 

treasure chests with 
flags, word cards in 
HLs,  games, dream 
journeys in the FL 

with HL vocabulary, 
hip hop / rap songs 
including different 

HLs

Text-Based Materials
bilingual prompt cards, 
text summaries in HL , 

worksheets, multilingual 
texts or textbooks

RQ 2: Which factors can constrain the 
inclusion of multilingualism?

students‘ own reasons 
for not using the HL

role of proficiency 
in the HL

perspectives and 
affects of students with 

unique languages

role of proficiency 
in ML (earlier and 

later age-of-onset)

role/relevance of professional 
development in developing multilingual 

classroom practices

Does the study provide relevant insights into/address research questions related to …

Multilingual practices in mainstream settings/ Forms of the inclusion of multilingualism? Yes/No

Factors that enable or constrain the inclusion of multilingualism? Yes/No

Multilingual practices and their effects on or relevance for any dimension of educational success? Yes/No

How the introduction of multilingual practices are perceived by learners? Yes/No

Include?  (Include if at least one of the answers to the questions above is "Yes")  Yes/No
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Was there a clear statement of the aims/objectives/ research questions of the research? Yes/No

Is there congruity between the research methods (methodology, data collection, analysis) and the 

research question or objectives? Yes/No

Are the background, training, and preconceptions of the investigators described? Yes/No

Are participants and, where appropriate, their voices adequately represented? Yes/No

Was a thorough analysis presented? Yes/No

Do the conclusions drawn in the research report flow from the analysis or interpretation of the data? Yes/No
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RQ 3: Which dimensions of educational 
success have been studied?

Only 4 (!) intervention studies!

Subject learning (e.g., 
performance in FL, ML, 

science)

Self-related cognition 
and affect (e.g., self-

efficacy, self-concept, 
affect)

Metalinguistic/ 
metacognitive 

skills (e.g., 
critical thinking, 

language 
awareness)
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